
From this moment I have al-
ways been dedicated to a 
strict attendance regime.  This 
story was a reminder to me 
that as teachers and directors 
we really need to be aware 
of what our students need and 
acknowledge and alleviate, if 
possible, any anxiety.  The 
reasons for a teacher being 
behind in their educational 
focus is because students are 
missing from class and re-
teaching is required to pull 
things together in time for a 
performance.  Those students 
who attend regularly are 
awarded by having to stand 
around waiting for others to 
get caught up and ultimately 
embarrassed when their fel-
low students donõt know what 
they are doing on stage.  And 
those students know they are-
nõt doing as good as they 
should.  It is a lose/lose situa-
tion for everyone involved. 

This year, the attendance 
policy has been disrespected 
and I felt compelled to ad-
dress this.  A new attendance 
policy has been implemented 
to address this horrible situa-
tion.  Students will be written 
out of choreography or parts 
if they donõt attend classes.  
There is no more reteaching 
and kids who really donõt 
know what they are doing 
because of attendance and 
not ability are no longer em-
barrassed trying to keep up. 

We were told from some 
parents, that they would de-
cide if their child attends or 
not.  And in response to that, I 
will decide if their children 
are on the stage and for how 
long. 

I thank you for understanding 
our policy.  We look forward 
to an awesome FINAL CUR-
TAIN CALL. 

Welcome back to another 
exciting part of dance.  Hold 
onto your hats folks cause now 
we rockõn and rollõn. 

Spring Break is an interesting 
time for us here at Stage-
works.  In some aspects it is 
like a curse.  We are forced 
to take a break when taking 
a break in normal circum-
stances is welcomed.  You see 
it is very hard to stop this fast 
paced train preparing for our 
final recital we like to call THE 
FINAL CURTAIN CALL.  All 
year we have worked up to 
this very moment; deciding on 
themes, who will be in what 
show, songs to pick, costumes 
to order, show orders, photos 
order, tickets, lines, songs, 
dances, on and on and on and 
on and then everything is 
halted for a break.  Well 
deserved, but everyone feels 
the pressure of being able to 
pick up where they left off. 

Picking up where they left off.  
Here lies the concern.  Some 
kids went away before 
Spring Break came, others 
were sick, and the rest had all 
their choreography, songs, 
and blocking completed prior 
to Spring Break.  In an ideal 
world, kids would meet with 
those who were missing and 
catch them up, while others 
would have practiced all 
Spring Break perfecting their 
performances.  Hmmmm, we 
are all excited to see which 
cases happened.   Of course, 
the worse thing is that they 
didnõt do anything at all. 

When preparing students for 
performance you have to 
teach as much as you can 
early in the game.  Learning 
choreography, songs or lines 
a week before your big show 
is never a good idea.  It is 
stressful on both the student 
and their fellow students.  
They donõt enjoy the experi-
ence at all and possibly never 

return to performing again. 

I remember about 10 years 
ago a group of ballet 
students felt ill prepared to 
perform.  There were tears, 
high stress, and anger in their 
voices when they pleaded 
with me to not let them per-
form.  Obviously I was 
shocked by their anxiety and 
concerned for the reason.  
They confided that their 
teacher just taught them their 
last 16 counts of the dance 
and they hadnõt even done a 
final pose.  As this was the 
last class before ShowTime, 
the teacher told them not to 
worry they have the dress 
rehearsal to finish everything 
up and assured them they 
would be fine.  The teacher 
had a lot of confidence in 
them and wasnõt the least bit 
concerned, however, those 
girls werenõt feeling the same 
way.  They asked me why 
would you put us on the stage 
when we arenõt ready?  You 
always said we couldnõt per-
form if we didnõt know what 
we were doing and yet you 
are making us perform.   

After much thought about 
what I had just heard I dis-
cussed this with the teacher, 
who did feel that they could 
do it, however, I knew that 
these students who were 
brave enough to talk to me 
didnõt feel so strong.  I decid-
ed that an additional re-
hearsal was in order to calm 
their fears.  As usual, the kids 
did fabulous and they tried to 
enjoy the experience.   

See, although the audience 
was none the wiser of the 
added stress, the students still 
felt uncomfortable and un-
happy.  The year end recital 
for students is a very proud 
moment, but if it is tainted 
with fear, it is the worse place 
to be. 
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Most of the costumes 
for the year end recital, 
The Final Curtain Call 
have been distributed.  
We are happy to re-
port that most costumes 
fit the students with 
very little alterations 
required if any at all.  
Only two costumes out 
of 400 needed to be 
returned for damage or 
a completely wrong fit.  
In other words, it went 
very smooth. 

There are still some cos-
tumes that havenõt been 
paid nor picked up.  
Please pick these cos-
tumes up by April 10th.  
If your costume needs 
to be fixed in any way 
you are running out of 
time.  We will not be 
able to send any back 
either as that time has 
been and gone and we 
wonõt get them in time 
for the photos at the 
end of the month. 

Thanks again for your 
cooperation. 

May 23/2010  

Sunday @ 11:45 a.m. 

Aimee Crabtree, Laura Til-
lack, Debbie Weir, Carrie 
Grover, Mary Brown, Jennifer 
Hinse, Carrie Andrukonis, Ta-
relle Melkeljohn, Thomas An-
drukonis, Remi de Champlain, 
Wendy Demer, Kevin Grover, 
Kathy Coburn, Ivana Irwin, 
Dave Denomme, Kim 
DeChamplain, Barb Symonds 

June 6/2010 

Sunday @ 5:30 p.m. 

Kelly Riemann, Wes Sallen-
back, Sharon Sereda, Kathy 
Timmons, Kim Cadieux, Cathie 
Sanche, Jennifer Carefoot, 
Jennifer Hinse, Chris Riemann, 
Tina Conklin, Darlene Pydde, 
Carly Pydde, Ben Feather-
stone, Barb Symonds, Debbie 
Weir, Betty Weir 

Costumes  

Upcoming Bingos  

April 16/2010  

Friday @ 5:30 p.m. 

Carmen Meyn, Wes 
Sallenback, Stephanie 
Swartz, Steve Swartz, 
Harvey Meyn, Ivana 
Irwin, Chris Bon, Barb 
Symonds, Thomas Pick-
hardt, Travis Coburn, 
Kathy Coburn, Gina 
Marushy, Diane Golda, 
Nicole Fuhsel, Debbie 
Lansink, Carol Marushy 

thank you as well. 

As we are always trying to 
improve the way we do busi-
ness, especially fund raisers 
we are looking at giving them 
to you at the time of registra-
tion and charging you at that 
time.  This was suggested by 
a few Moms who felt it would 
be easier if we had just 
charged them. 

We thank them for this awe-

some suggestion.  I know that 
soccer and baseball both do 
this. 

In the fall active members will 
receive their prepaid raffle 
tickets at the time of registra-
tion. 

So to recap, you can expect 
both the 50/50 raffle and the 
Mundare Sausage Fund Rais-
ers to happen in the fall. 

Fundraising  

The 50/50 Raffle yet again 
was a huge hit among many.  
Each member who sold a 
book of tickets will be credit-
ed $15.40.  Particially sold 
books are not eligible for the 
credit.  Stageworks cut was 
$3.80 after expenses. 

We thank everyone who par-
ticipated in this fundraising.  
And, although I am not Elva 
Rice, I am sure that she would 

Raffle Winner 

Elva Rice 

Of 

Edmonton, Alberta 

Won . . . 

$2,110.25 
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The handbook full of really 
great ideas and procedures 
should reach your home this 
week.  If you were absent, 
please feel free to ask the 
office for one. 

The highlights of the book are: 

Picture DayñApril 24/10 
(there is also a schedule of 
when your child needs to at-
tend) 

All students are asked to at-
tend picture day. 

Procedures for your show in 
the Final Curtain Callñplease 
look over this carefully.  If 
there is anything that you are 

unclear on, please ask.  We 
are here to answer any ques-
tions you may have.  It is im-
portant that you know exactly 
where your child is going to 
be and when.  There will be a 
tour of the facility that we will 
walk through for the Pre-
schoolers when they come for 
rehearsal at approximately 
5:00 p.m. 

It will be very similar to the 
Black and White Show.  One 
big difference is that your 
child, if in a first level, will 
only perform one time. 

Please buy your tickets early, 
especially if you are attend-

ing the Little Hair Show. 

And, finally flowers will be 
available for purchase at the 
show, if interested, please 
know that you can either 
bring them yourself or buy 
them. 

through sponsorship.  There 
are some great prizes for the 
winners. 

Also, what is cool are the 
dedication pages.  This is a 
place for a special message 
from our famous performers.  
They may choose the picture 
of their choiceñeither their 
solo picture or something they 
want to bring in and write 
their own message.  The chal-
lenge and fun is to see which 
class can be more represent-
ed. A pizza party will be 

As you may know Stageworks 
is producing its very first 
memory album.  A photogra-
pher has visited almost every 
class, every production has 
been documented through 
photos and all special events 
have been covered.  So all 
areas of Stageworks will be 
represented. 

Additionally, we are collect-
ing sponsorship for your child 
to get.  It is a bit of a chal-
lenge and contest to see who 
can raise the most money 

hosted for the class the raises 
the most through dedication 
pages per capita. 

Orders are being accepted 
from now until May 31st for 
$30.00 and may be pur-
chased after May 31st for 
$35.00. 

Pick up during the week of 
registration May 31stñJune 
4th. 

Handbook for Recital Time  

The Final Curtain Call  

Memory Albums  

Annaliese FuhselñSilver 

Jessalyn McBainñSilver 

Shalea SaundersñSilver 
(unconfirmed) 

The Great Canadian Dance 
Challenge 2010ñMarch 26ñ
27, 2010 

SoloñAnnaliese FuhselñGold 

Alesha RourkeñGold and a 
Category 3rd Place Scholarship 

 

It is competition season and we 
are happy to report the stand-
ings so far. 

The girls have gone to two com-
petitions. 

Dance PowerñMarch 11ñ
14/2010  

DuetñBrogan Weber and 
Jillian LakeñGold 

SolosñAlesha RourkeñSilver 

Jillian LakeñSilver 

òAccept the challenges so 

that we may feel the 

exhilaration of victory.ó 
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Summer School Registration 
will be starting at the end of 
May.  There are a lot of 
people interesting in intro-
ducing their children into the 
arts.  We have fabulous 
programs for kids aged 3 
years to 10.   

Once again we will be 
bringing back our Princess 
and Fairies Themes and will 
be introducing your kids to 
a bugs world along with 
Science things. 

There will be dance classes, 
singing classes and crafts to 
help make your summer 
fantastic. 

A new brochure will be pro-
duced in the next little while.  
We will notify you via email 
to check out our website for 
new and interesting things. 

Summer School 2010  

TEACHER PROFILE 

GENEVIEVE LEMAY 

4611ñ44th Street 

Leduc, Alberta 

T9E 5T3 

Phone: 780-986-2884 

Fax: 780-986-2884 

E-mail: stgwrks@telus.net 

Developing the Artist in You 

 

Ages Taught : 5 -11  

Genres Taught : Pre primary jazz/ ballet, primary jazz/ ballet, tap, and 
junior ballet  

Classes Taken:   Jazz, Ballet, Tap, Pointe, Contemporary, and Irish  

Why You Teach : I enjoy teaching the younger kids what I've learned 
over the many years that I have been dancing.  It keeps me involved 
with dance.  

Greatest Inspiration : My mom. She's taught me everything I know 
now.  

What Makes You a Good Teacher:  I pass on my experience as a 
student to the kids I am now teaching.  

Fondest Teaching Memory : Don't really have a specific moment, but I 
love watching my students perform after a year of hard work and see-
ing their final dance come together.  

Best Piece of Advice for Students and/or Teachers : Never give up. 
There's always something to learn and be taught.  

What You Would do if You Couldn't Teach Dance : Dancing keeps me 
active. If  I couldn't teach dance I'd want to do something else physical 
to keep in shape.    


